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Occasionally a large meteor strikes the earth; what remains is
called a meteorite. Admiral Peary brought one back from Green-
land that weighed 36 tons, mostly iron. A meteorite of great
size buried itself in northern Arizona, making a deep crater three-

FIGURE 19.   Meteor Crater in Arizona, near Canon Diablo.   (Photo-
graphed by Clyde Fisher.)
quarters of a mile across near Canon Diablo. Another famous
visitor from space destroyed several square miles of forest in
northern Siberia in 1918. Upon being analyzed chemically me-
teorites prove our kinship with extra-terrestrial matter: they con-
tain no substance with which we are not familiar.
Six hundred miles: Here we reach our goal. There must be
stray molecules farther still, indeed some of the swiftest molecules
escape; but above 600 miles there is not enough air to produce
the aurora borealis, the northern lights, or their counterpart in far
southern latitudes, the aurora australis. Most displays occur lower
than 200 miles. Electrified particles, probably from the sun, strike